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FISCAL YEAR 2008

Dear Bluff Lake Supporters,

Reporting on Fiscal Year 2008 (January 1 through December 31) is exciting,
because it was a transformative year for Bluff Lake Nature Center.

The biggest news is that the City and County of Denver transferred
ownership of the 123 acre Bluff Lake site to BLNC. The transfer ensures that
the site will continue operating as an urban wildlife refuge and outdoor
classroom for many years to come. This also means that we now need your
partnerships more than ever. The city showed faith in our ability to operate
Bluff Lake as an important amenity for the community. We hope the
community shows equal faith through their support.

In 2008, we increased our educational programming for local elementary
schools and the community, and we provided more volunteer opportunities
at the site than ever before. In all, more than 7,500 people participated in
our education programs and 857 people volunteered 5,150 hours of service
to our education and conservation efforts.

In detailing BLNC’s accomplishments, we are aware that our work is
possible only because the community supports our efforts. We look
forward to seeing you out on the trails and at

our public programs during 2009.

Best regards,

M Hom

Glenn Fee
Executive Director

www.BluffLakeNatureCenter.org
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SITE MANAGEMENT

Bluff Lake’s 123 acres has a diversity of habitat and wildlife that is worth
conserving for many reasons: environmental, educational, and recreational.
Our one acre Native Garden demonstrates native and low-water plants and
represents the most formal part of Bluff Lake. The garden has seating for
our Fireside Chats and picnic tables for enjoying the view. The entire site is
managed as a wildlife refuge for the deer, beaver, coyotes, prairie dogs,
raccoons, skunks, rabbits, fox, and myriad bird species. Bald eagles visit in
the winter and the refuge becomes a “nursery” for pups, kits, fawns and
owlets in the spring.

BLNC'’s recent habitat conservation efforts have focused on eradicating
invasive plant species and reestablishing native plants. Our restoration
work is overseen by a Natural Resource Committee and is led by BLNC's
full-time Site Manager and a core volunteer group. The work occurs
throughout the year, and the focus changes depending on the season. Our
Site Stewards work each Wednesday, and corporate and neighborhood
groups assist throughout the year. Bluff Lake is the centerpiece of nearly
600 acres of primarily native areas along Sand Creek in Denver and Aurora.
We work in close consultation with our partners from Sand Creek Regional
Greenway, Denver Parks and Recreation, and Aurora Parks and Open Space
to manage these parcels. By working together, we hope to have a stretch of
open space that is managed consistently, benefiting native habitat and
wildlife.

New in 2008, BLNC had help from a crew of student interns interested in
studying and mapping wildlife and plant species. While these efforts are
still new, the students have already done a large amount of work and have
started a wildlife mapping database and an herbarium. These collections
will help us understand life at the site in a deeper way and the work already
done will be the basis for continuing work by student interns during 2009.

EDUCATION PROGRAM

BLNC'’s Education Program provides a variety of environmental and
science related educational opportunities for local schools and the
community at our unique urban wildlife refuge. More than 7,500 people
engaged with our Education Program during 2008:

e Elementary Science Education: 5,031 students and 722 adults

e Service Learning: 86 students and 10 adults

e Jr. Naturalist Summer Camps: 120 children

e Fireside Chats: 281 people

e Other Family Programs: 1,655 people

www.BluffLakeNatureCenter.org
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Elementary Science Education: One of BLNC's highest priorities is
providing science education programs for elementary schools in the area,
with a focus on low-income schools from the closest urban school districts -
Denver, Aurora, and Adams County public schools. Our elementary
science program teaches children both in the classroom and at the site, and
helps them establish a hands-on connection with nature as an enhancement
to classroom learning. Our program supports state standards, and helps
teachers meet their learning goals for students. Of the 5,031 participating
elementary students in 2008, 83% were from low-income schools. We target
low-income schools by providing free busing and early registration.

Service Learning: In 2008, BLNC piloted a Service Learning Program in
collaboration with FrontRange Earth Force. BLNC staff engaged 86 students
and 10 adults from Rangeview High School and Aurora Academy with both
education in the classroom and restoration projects at Bluff Lake. An
internship program with the Denver School of Science and Technology
hosted three students for semester-long restoration internships.

Jr. Naturalist Summer Camps: BLNC offers half-day, summer camps for
children ages 6 to 10. The camps get kids into nature, where they explore
the outdoors while learning basic science concepts. Our camps receive
consistent outstanding ratings from families, who return year after year.
During 2008, the camps were full - 120 children participated and 30 of them,
from predominantly Spanish speaking families, received full scholarships.

Fireside Chats: A popular family activity, BLNC’s Fireside Chats were
expanded from six in previous years to ten during 2008. The chats are held
on the bluff-top by the fire ring, with Bluff Lake staff and guest speakers
addressing families on an array of nature-related topics. The ten 2008
Fireside Chats were attended by nearly 300 people and the topics included:
Bluff Lake en Espafiol; Native plants for your garden; Bees; Healthy forests
and fire; Turkey Vultures; Plants and animals of the prairie; Canines; Bats;
Animal adaptations; and Prairie Dogs.

Other Family Programs: Our other programs and events reached another
1,655 people. These included:

* Bird Walks that are led by Volunteer Naturalists on the first Saturday of
every month.

e Gatherings at local schools, like Parent Coffees, that give us a chance to
explain our Education Program, suggest visiting Bluff Lake as a family,
and promote our summer camps.

e Autumn Open House, which was heavily promoted to families in nearby
neighborhoods, and included guided nature hikes and a presentation by
HawkQuest.

www.BluffLakeNatureCenter.org
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VOLUNTEER INVOLVEMENT

During 2008, a total of 857 volunteers collectively donated more than 5,000
hours to BLNC's conservation efforts and environmental education
programs. This unprecedented amount of volunteer involvement has a
value of more than $100,000.

o Site Management: 3,700 hours volunteered by 804 people
e Education Programs: 830 hours volunteered by 21 people
e Board, Committees, Other: 760 hours volunteered by 32 people

One of the hardest working BLNC Volunteers—and there are many of them,
so this is a high honor —is Fran Haas. Fran is one of our Volunteer
Naturalists who spends time during the week educating elementary
students on field trips or summer Junior Naturalist campers. His hard work
was highlighted during BLNC’s Urban Space, Wild Place event when he
was given the Dirty Hands Award.

OUTREACH & COMMUNICATIONS

BLNC’s outreach and communications efforts took a huge leap forward
during 2008.

* Partnerships: BLNC continues to pursue partnerships to advance our
mission. In 2008, we entered into a partnership with The Nature
Conservancy of Colorado, allowing Bluff Lake to access TNC's vast
resources and giving TNC a presence in an urban refuge. Sand Creek
Regional Greenway continues to be an important partner in restoration
efforts along a critical habitat corridor. Our work with FrontRange Earth
Force has allowed Bluff Lake to expand our service learning work with
local middle school students.

e Events: Bluff Lake participated in community events in Denver, Adams,
and Arapahoe counties. We will continue to expand our educational
outreach by participating in targeted events related to science and
conservation.

e Web site: BLNC rolled-out of a new layout for the existing web site early
in the year. The web site’s new design is cleaner and yet it is still easy
enough to use that staff can update the content in-house.

o Electronic newsletter: Though it has been around for a few years, we
made efforts to improve and regularly send a newsletter via email. The
aim is to send the newsletter monthly, and our emailing list grew
through the year from about 700 email addresses to nearly 1,000.

www.BluffLakeNatureCenter.org



FINANCIALS
REVENUE
Aviation Contract & Settlement 37.2%
$205,857
Misc. 0.7%
[n"kind 22.5%
$124,651
SCFD 10.8%
$59,914

Special Events 1.6%
Earned Income 2.8% . o
$15,6 5/ Foundations Ib%}’u
Individuals 2.7% Corvorations 55% Y
$14,503 £ 3 $30675

EXPENSES

Site Management 33.2%
$183,520

Investment losses 3.0%
16,523

Fundraising 11.8%
$65,521

Administration 8.9%

$49,457 _
Education 34.1%
Qutreach 8.9% $188,836
$49,146

This information is from BLNC’s 2008 Financial Audit. If you would like to
see a copy of the entire audit, please contact Mendy Evans at 303-344-1836
or mevans@blufflake.org.

If you would like to obtain past IRS Form 990s filed by BLNC, they are
available online through GuideStar (http://www.guidestar.org/).

BLNC’s nonprofit determination number (EIN) is 84-1305302.

www.BluffLakeNatureCenter.org
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GET INVOLVED

Bluff Lake is open, with free access to our trails and open space, every day
from sunrise to sunset. BLNC offers a variety of educational opportunities
throughout the year. In return, BLNC needs your support. Could you
make a donation of money, time or goods?

Become a Member...

A Bluff Lake Membership is an investment in your local wildlife refuge and
outdoor classroom. You'll help ensure that there’s a wild place practically
in your own backyard.

Volunteer...

BLNC has many volunteer opportunities available and you don’t have to be
a natural resources or wildlife expert to get started. We’'ll train you to be a
Site Steward, Naturalist or Ambassador.

Help with our Wish List...

By making donations, you can help BLNC save money. A few of our
current wish list items include: A pickup truck to support our Site
Management; Gift cards for Office Depot, Target or Hobby Lobby;
binoculars for students; tools and heavy work gloves.

THINGS TO WATCH FOR IN 2009

While 2008 was a big year for BLNC, 2009 is shaping up to be equally
eventful.

e Though Earth Day is every day at Bluff Lake, we are planning fun
activities around April 227 that will focus on birds and encourage area
residents to become locavores by supporting local businesses and their
local nature center.

* We will have ten Fireside Chats again this summer.

e All six weeks of the Junior Naturalist Summer Camps will sell out again
this year. We will once again offer 30 camp scholarships to low-income
families from nearby neighborhoods.

e Corporate and individual volunteers will contribute even more hours
than in 2008.

¢ In the fall, we will host our Urban Spaces, Wild Places event, a 15 year
Tree Planting celebration, and our late October Autumn Open House.

Stay connected with all that is happening by checking our web site, joining our
email list, and becoming a fan of the Bluff Lake Nature Center page on Facebook.

www.BluffLakeNatureCenter.org



